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Chapter 22 

 
 
Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” 
 
2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 
 

• Abraham is in a quest for two main things: to obediently fulfill the task God had given him, 
and to somehow trust that God will not extinguish his seed in Isaac.  

o He obtains both. He takes the initiative to carry out precisely all God instructs him to 
do.  

• On the other hand, it is God who initiates the plot, and it is God who intervenes to turn the 
ordeal into a blessing.  

• Abraham is present throughout the narrative, but God’s presence commanding, intervening, 
providing, and blessing is everywhere. 

• The Hebrew text (which I have used for this passage) has “your only son 3 times in the 
passage) 

o Was Isaac Abraham’s only son?  

• The Septuagint has “your beloved son” 

o  καὶ εἶπε· λαβὲ τὸν υἱόν σου τὸν ἀγαπητόν, ὃν ἠγάπησας, τὸν ᾿Ισαάκ 
o “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3, Luke 3) 

▪ βαπτισθεὶς  δὲ  ὁ  Ἰησοῦς  εὐθὺς  ἀνέβη  ἀπὸ  τοῦ  ὕδατος·  καὶ  ἰδοὺ  
ἠνεῴχθησαν  αὐτῷ  οἱ  οὐρανοί,  καὶ  εἶδεν  τὸ  Πνεῦμα  τοῦ  Θεοῦ  
καταβαῖνον  ὡσεὶ  περιστερὰν  καὶ  ἐρχόμενον  ἐπ’  αὐτόν·  17 καὶ  ἰδοὺ  
φωνὴ  ἐκ  τῶν  οὐρανῶν  λέγουσα  Οὗτός  ἐστιν  ὁ  Υἱός  μου  ὁ  
ἀγαπητός,  ἐν  ᾧ  εὐδόκησα.  (Matthew 3:16) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Moriah - Here Solomon’s temple was built, on the spot that had been the threshing-floor of 
Ornan the Jebusite (2 Sam. 24:24, 25; 2 Chr. 3:1).  

o It has been supposed that the highest point of the temple hill, which is now covered by 
the Islamic Kubbetes-Sakhrah, or “Dome of the Rock,” is the actual site of Araunah’s 
threshing-floor.  

o Here also, one thousand years after Abraham, David built an altar and offered 
sacrifices to God. 
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• The plot starts in 
Beersheba, as indicated at the 
end of the previous unit (21:31-
34). Abraham is commanded to 
take Isaac and go to the land of 
Moriah for the sacrifice.  

• Beersheba is located 
about 77 km southwest of 
Jerusalem (the location of the 
“land of Moriah”).   

• A day’s journey, although 
varying according to 
circumstances, could be 
reckoned as about 30–50 km.  As 
Abraham, Isaac and his servants 
were neither in great haste, not 
accompanied by women, herds, 

or children, it should be expected that they would get there on the third day. 

• This is exactly what the narrator tells us, as Abraham sees God’s appointed place on the third 
day (v. 4). 
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3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men 
with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the 
place of which God had told him.  
 

• Despite the pain and the uncertainty of how God could fulfill his promise if he was to sacrifice 
Isaac, Abraham does not want to repeat the mistake of 17:17; there he laughed in incredulity 
at the absurd promise, but now he promptly obeys an apparent absurd command, trusting 
God 

• “to the place God had told him” emphasizes his obedience 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said to 
his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will 
come back to you.” 
 

• Notice that Abraham says, “we” will come back to you 
o Why? 
o How can that be applied in our own lives? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire 
in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together.  
 

• Isaac carries the wood for his own sacrifice 

• What does that remind you of? 
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7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” 
Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 And 
Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of 
them went together. 
 

• Isaac is submissive to his Father, and trusts him 

• The text emphasizes their loving relationship: “my father”, “here I am, my son” 

• Do we have this relationship? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Abraham says that God will provide for himself a lamb for the burnt offering.  
o Abraham did not know how God would fulfill his promise, but as he had miraculously 

provided Isaac, he would somehow also provide for himself the sacrifice.  
o The author of Hebrews tells us that Abraham “considered that God is able to raise 

people even from the dead, from which he also received [Isaac] back as a type” (Heb. 
11:19).  

 
“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son, 18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 19 
concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him 
in a figurative sense.” (Hebrews 11:17-19) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and 
placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 
And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 
 

• This is the highest point of tension. Abraham’s obedience is unconditional, to the end. 

• The narrator vividly paints the picture of Abraham – his hand with the knife “stretched out” 
(perhaps on its way to Isaac’s throat), at the very moment he is to kill his son.  
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11 But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham! ”So he said, 
“Here I am.” 12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I 
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 
 

• It is here that God intervenes and stops Abraham, reenacting his commanding speech of the 
introduction.  

o “Abraham, Abraham! “Here I am” 
o  Abraham had passed the test, proving by his actions that he feared God, not 

withholding his only son from him. 
 
Origen: “Abraham was said to fear God because he did not spare his son. But let us compare these 
words with those of the apostle, where he says of God: “who spared not his own Son but delivered 
him up for us all” (Rom. 8:32). Behold God contenting with people in magnificent generosity: 
Abraham offered God a mortal son who was not put to death; God delivered to death an immortal 
Son for humanity . . .  
 
 “Who of you, do you suppose, will sometime hear the voice of an angel saying, “Now I know that you 
fear God because you spared not your son, “or you daughter or wife? Or, you spared not your money 
or the honors of the world or the ambitions of the world, but you have despised all things and “have 
counted all things dung that you may gain Christ?” (Phil 3:8). Or, “you have sold all things and have 
given to the poor and have followed the Word of God?” (Mt. 19:21).” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by 
its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-Lord-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, 
“In the Mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
 

• Abraham took and offered it as a burnt offering. Abraham called the place the LORD will 
Provide 

o The verb used here, as in verse 8 is usually translated “to see,” but also meaning “to 
provide,” i.e., “give aid or support by making available whatever supplies are needed” 

• The Greek has emphasized the “see” aspect 
o 14 καὶ ἐκάλεσεν ῾Αβραὰμ τὸ ὄνομα τοῦ τόπου ἐκείνου, Κύριος εἶδεν, ἵνα εἴπωσι 

σήμερον, ἐν τῷ ὄρει Κύριος ὤφθη. 
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St Athanasius: 
“The sacrifice was not for the sake of Isaac but for that or Abraham, who was tested by being called 
upon to make this offering. And of course, God accepted his intentions, but he prevented him from 
slaying Isaac. The death of Isaac would not buy freedom for the world. No, that could be 
accomplished only by the death of our Savor, by whose stripes we are all healed.” 
 
St Ephrem the Syrian 
“The mountain spit out the tree and the tree the ram. In the ram that hung in the tree and had 
become the sacrifice in the place of Abraham’s son, there might be depicted the day of him who was 
to hang upon the wood like a ram and was to taste death for the sake of the whole world.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16 and said: “By 
Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your 
son, your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as 
the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall 
possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 
because you have obeyed My voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and 
went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 
 

• God shows appreciation for Abraham’s love for his son – the promised son – and the weight 
this gives to his act of obedience.  

• The blessing, however, is a somewhat expanded repetition to the blessings already promised 
to Abraham in chapters 12 and 15.  

• This indicates that they are not a payment for his work, but a confirmation of God’s intentions 
as Abraham’s faith is confirmed by his actions.  

• The blessing states that God  
o would bless Abraham (cf. 12:2),  
o multiply his seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore 

(cf. 15:5)  
o put his seed over their enemies,  
o and bless all the nations of the earth in his seed (cf. 12:3). 

 
James 2:14-24 
14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith 
save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to 
them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are 
needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead. 
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18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, 
and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the 
demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works 
is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the 
altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made 
perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted 
to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified 
by works, and not by faith only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 Now it came to pass after these things that it was told Abraham, saying, “Indeed Milcah also has 
borne children to your brother Nahor: 21 Huz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of 
Aram, 22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 23 And Bethuel begot Rebekah. These eight 
Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 24 His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore 
Tebah, Gaham, Thahash, and Maachah. 
 

• This prepares for the genealogical line of Rebekah, who will marry Isaac 
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Chapter 23 
 
 
Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2 So 
Sarah died in Kirjath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham came to mourn for 
Sarah and to weep for her. 3 Then Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spoke to the sons 
of Heth, saying, 4 “I am a foreigner and a visitor among you. Give me property for a burial place 
among you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.” 
 
 

• Sarah had received the son of the promise, and now she dies at 127 
o Abraham was 137 
o She lived a full life and left a son for her line to endure 
o She doubted God at some points, but God was merciful and blessed her 

• Abraham confesses that he is a foreigner and visitor, and so he buys the plot 
o Even though God had given him the land 
o Abraham understood that his ultimate home was heaven 

 
Hebrews 11:8-16 
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of 
promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 
promise; 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
 
11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was 
past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and 
him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the 
sand which is by the seashore. 
 
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were 
assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had 
called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 And the sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him, 6 “Hear us, my lord: You are a mighty 
prince among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our burial places. None of us will withhold from 
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you his burial place, that you may bury your dead.”7 Then Abraham stood up and bowed himself to 
the people of the land, the sons of Heth. 8 And he spoke with them, saying, “If it is your wish that I 
bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and meet with Ephron the son of Zohar for me, 9 that he 
may give me the cave of Machpelah which he has, which is at the end of his field. Let him give it to 
me at the full price, as property for a burial place among you.” 
 
10 Now Ephron dwelt among the sons of Heth; and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the 
presence of the sons of Heth, all who entered at the gate of his city, saying, 11 “No, my lord, hear 
me: I give you the field and the cave that is in it; I give it to you in the presence of the sons of my 
people. I give it to you. Bury your dead!” 
 
12 Then Abraham bowed himself down before the people of the land; 13 and he spoke to Ephron in 
the hearing of the people of the land, saying, “If you will give it, please hear me. I will give you 
money for the field; take it from me and I will bury my dead there.” 
 
14 And Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him, 15 “My lord, listen to me; the land is worth four 
hundred shekels of silver. What is that between you and me? So bury your dead.” 16 And Abraham 
listened to Ephron; and Abraham weighed out the silver for Ephron which he had named in the 
hearing of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, currency of the merchants. 
 
17 So the field of Ephron which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field and the cave 
which was in it, and all the trees that were in the field, which were within all the surrounding 
borders, were deeded 18 to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the sons of Heth, before all 
who went in at the gate of his city. 
 
19 And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah, before 
Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20 So the field and the cave that is in it were deeded 
to Abraham by the sons of Heth as property for a burial place. 
 

  
 
The building covers the Cave of Machpelah, the place the 
Bible refers to as the burial ground for the Hebrew 
patriarchs and their wives (Genesis 23:19; 25:9; 49:30; 
50:13). In the first century BC, Herod the Great constructed a 
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massive wall around the cave—a beautiful edifice with construction techniques similar to those of the 
Temple Mount. 
 
As with Jerusalem’s Western Wall Tunnel, the massive size of the foundation stones surrounding 
Machpelah inspires awe to all who see them. With Herod’s signature relief framing the edges, each 
stone sits slightly offset from the one beneath it, providing the optical illusion of both loftiness and 
grandeur. Inside the wall, the pavement also dates to Herod’s day. 
 

When Abraham acquired the small piece of land in which to bury Sarah, he demonstrated his faith in 
the Lord’s covenant to give him all the land one day. 

• Abraham’s purchase at Machpelah showed that we lose nothing of God’s promises in death, 
because those promises extend beyond the grave. 


